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A Reading Course on Latin America

M ai^y volunteers who have left college rec-

ognizing the need for a certain directing

and systematizing of their missionary
reading, have asked assistance of the Student
Volunteer Movement. In an attempt to meet
that need two reading courses have been pre-

pared. one on the Theory and Practice of For-
eign Missions and the other on Latin America.
These will be followed by similar outlines, cover-
ing various foreign missionary subjects, as they
may be called for.

Latin America is now pressing upon our atten-

tion as never before. This is due to several

causes: the emergence of the “A. B. C. na-
tions” in South America as world powers; the

growth of Pan-Americanism; the San Francisco
Exposition; the Mexican trouble; the new em-
phasis on the Alonroe Doctrine

;
the new trade

developments between this country and the coun-
tries of South America by reason of the Panama
Canal

;
and most of all, from a missionary stand-

point, the Congress on Christian Work in Latin
America held in February, 1916. at Panama.
For these reasons Latin America has an urgent

claim upon the consideration of those who are in-

terested in foreign missions. In this, as in the

other outlines for missionary reading, there is

suggested a Shorter and a Fuller Course.
The reader will be greatly helped if he makes

careful notes along the way. These notes may
be arranged under appropriate headings, e.g.,

Historical Survey, Social and Economic Condi-
tions, Moral Problems, Education, Co-operation
and Unity, etc.

The literature recommended in all of the

courses should be supplemented by the reading of
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current missionary periodicals. “The World
Atlas of Christian Missions” will be found very
helpful both in its maps and in its statistical

tables.

The Student Volunteer Movement will wel-
come suggestions in regard to these courses and
will be happy to render any possible assistance to
those who desire it in their missionary reading.

Correspondence should be addressed to J. Lov-
ell Murray, Educational Secretary, 25 Madison
Avenue, New York City. Any of the literature
mentioned may be ordered through the Student
Volunteer Movement.

Required books:

Speer, Robert E. South American Problems.
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents.

Ross, Edward A. South of Panama. $1.50.
Beach, Harlan P. Popular History and Report

of the Panama Congress. $1.00. (See foot-note,
page 8.)

Stuntz, Homer C. South American Neighbors.
Paper, 40 cents; cloth, 60 cents.

The reader will desire first to furnish himself
with a sound working knowledge of general con-
ditions in Latin America. For this purpose he
should read "South American Problems.” This
book was written as a text-book for study classes,

but is equally suitable for general reading. It

deals with the economic, educational, moral and
religious aspects of the present situation in the

South American republics. Mexico and Cen-
tral America are not expressly covered, but
they will be touched on in later volumes in

this course; and in the meantime the reader will

remember that the conditions described in “South
American Problems” are fairly general through-
out all Latin America. Dr. Speer’s book is a
scholarly and constructive treatment of things as

they are, and is the outcome of much study and a

tour of investigation.



The next book to be taken up is “South of

Panama.” This volume also has grown out of

observations made during a tour through South
America. The qualities that made Professor
Ross’ “The Changing Chinese” so famous the

world over appear in this book. It combines keen
analysis with a racy literary style. First the

people in each of several republics of the west
coast are studied, and then the treatment becomes
general, covering economic questions, moral
standards, education, religion, government and
the domination of the ruling classes. The author
has a genius for race psychology and one feels

that he realizes his aim “to interpret to Ameri-
cans the people who, in consequence of the

opening of the Panama Canal, have become new
neighbors of ours.” His account of Latin Amer-
ican characteristics and institutions and standards
is outspoken, but it is discriminating and far

from unfriendly.

While securing this background of information
regarding the situation throughout the Latin
American republics, the reader has no doubt been
impatient to devour an account of the Congress
on Christian Work in Latin America held at

Panama, February 10-20, 1916. The full official

report of this epoch-making gathering is now in

preparation and will occupy three volumes. It

is included in the Fuller Course. We recommend
here the Popular History and Report of the
Panama Congress, which will shortly be pub-
lished. It will contain an interpretation of the
spirit and significance of the Congress and the

gist of the Reports of the various Conferences.
The reader might well preface his perusal of this

volume by reading one or more brief accounts of

the Congress that have appeared in recent maga-
zines. See, for example, the article in the April,

1916, issue of The Missionary Rcviezu of the

World by Robert E. Speer and the one by S. G.
Inman, Secretary of the Congress, in the Outlook
of March 29, 1916.



To conclude this Shorter Course of reading we
have selected “South American Neighbors.’* This
also is a book for the times. Bishop Stuntz at-
tended the Panama Congress, and his book, which
will be oft the press in June, breathes the spirit
of that great gathering. He is a recognized au-
thority on Latin American questions and his facts
may be accepted as reliable and his conclusions as
sound. After giving an historical sketch, he out-
lines economic and educational conditions and
then proceeds to describe the work of Protestant
missions in Latin America and concludes with an
outlook and a summary of the urgent demands
of the hour.

Fuller Course
After reading the four books of the Shorter

Course many will desire to investigate the gen-
eral subject or certain phases of it more fully.

Some of the finest volumes dealing with Latin
America have perforce been omitted from the
briefer list given above. After examining a
wealth of literature we have selected the follow-
ing books as particularly deserving of attention:

BROWN, HUBERT W. Latin America.

$1 .20 .

For many years this has been a standard book
on the subject and it is by no means out of date.
The pagan peoples of Latin America are con-
sidered first, then the coming of the Roman
Catholic missionaries, the growing power and
wealth of the Church and its gradual corruption
and failure. Next comes an account of the strug-
gles under Bolivar and other patriots for inde-
pendence and for religious liberty. This is fol-

lowed by the story of the work that has been done
by Protestant missionaries and the book closes
with a statement of certain phases of the present
problem. The historical data are fully reliable,

the general treatment is fair and every chapter
is interestingly written.
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WINTON, GEORGE B. Mexico To-day.
Paper, 40 cents

;

cloth, 00 cents.

Although what is true of the economic, moral

and religious problems of the other Latin Ameri-
can republics is in the main true of Me.xico, the

conditions of the latter country have certain dis-

tinctive features that call for special inquiry. Its

propinquity, the intimacy of its relations with the

United States, and the unfortunate developments
of the present year give it a peculiar claim upon
our attention. No better book can be chosen to

open up the present day situation than the little

volume, “Mexico To-day.” It first presents a

survey of the country and its people and of the

political evolution through which Mexico has

passed. Next it describes the religions that have
held sway in Mexico, including paganism and the

early and later forms of Roman Catholicism. So-
cial and moral conditions are historically treated

and an illuminating account is given of the intel-

lectual awakening during the nineteenth century.

Finally it sets forth the work which is being pur-

sued by the Protestant forces in Mexico. The
book is written in a sympathetic spirit and in an
interesting style.

HALE. ALBERT. The South
Americans. $2.50.

We now turn to a distinctly non-missionary

book written by one who knows South America
well from twenty-five years of intimate associ-

ation with it and who understands the Latin tem-

perament. The republics east of the Andes are

treated in turn. The author deals with the geog-
raphy. history, people and present conditions of

each country. The book thus supplements that

by Professor Ross, whose material is largely

gathered from the countries on the western side

of the Andes. Special attention is given to the

commercial relations between these countries and
the United States. The author’s controlling aim
is to awaken “sympathy for our neighbors and
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appreciation for the sentiment and idealism which
is as much alive in them as it is in us."

BRYCE, JAMES. South America:
Observations and

Impressions. $2.50.

This volume, by one of the world’s foremost
statesmen and men of letters, has been widely
acclaimed as a classic on South America. The
author first describes each of several countries—
their natural aspects, their inhabitants, both white
and Indian, their economic resources, their pre-

historic relics, and the conditions of their politi-

cal life. He then makes generalizations in regard
to the republics of Latin America as a whole and
in regard to their common international relation-

ships. The book is marked by broad scholarship
and a judicial spirit. Like everything from the

pen of Lord Bryce, it is exceedingly well written.

CALDERON, F. GARCIA.
Latin America: Its Rise and Progress.

$3.00.

Thus far all the material recommended to the

reader has been from American or British pens.
It is important, before concluding the course, to

look at present day issues through the eyes of a

typical Latin American. Fortunately we have
such an opportunity in the volume of Mr. Calde-
ron. Some of his views may be found startling,

but at least they will stimulate thought and they
represent the thinking of many leading minds in

South America. He offers in this book an his-

torical study of the peoples in Latin America, their

evolution and progress and, especially, the influ-

ence of the Latin spirit in their development. He
discusses the present influence of French culture
and jjoints out the perils which threaten the free

development of the Latin peoples of the Western
hemisphere. He is optimistic in forecasting their

influence in the ‘‘struggle for the supremacy of
the Latin race.” Altogether he has produced a

remarkable book and one that is deserving of
serious attention.



Ihe Official Report of the Panama Congress.

3 vols., $2.50, carriage extra.

The reader will be ready now to undertake a
more careful study of the Panama Congress. The
official report, edited by the Secretary of the
Congress, will contain in full the reports and
findings of the Eight Commissions on : I Survey
and Occupation, II Message and Method, III

Education. IV Literature, V Women's Work, VI
The Church in the Field, VII The Home Base,
and VIII Co-operation and the Promotion of
Unity, together with the discussions of the Con-
gress. This three-volume report ^ will constitute
the most valuable missionary document on Latin
America and will furnish a vast treasure-house
of reliable information.

Following the Panama Congress, regional Con-
ferences were held in Rio de Janeiro, Buenos
Ayres, Santiago and Havana and other cities un-
der the direction of representative delegates from
the Congress. Obviously these Conferences were
of the utmost importance, for to them the con-
clusions and message of the Congress were
brought for the intimate consideration of the
Protestant leaders of the sections represented.
The Report of the Regional Conferences ($1.00.
See footnote) should be read to supplement the
Congress Report, and with this the Reading
Course may be brought to a close.

Any of the literature named in this leaflet may
be ordered through the Student Volunteer Move-
ment, 25 Madison Avenue, New York City.

Orders received in advance of the publication of
the Report will be taken for $2.00. Either Prof.
Beach’s Popular History and Report of the Congress or
the Report of the Regional Conferences may be ordered
(in advance of publication), in conjunction with the
three-volume Report, for $2.75, carriage extra, or all

five volumes for $j.5o, carriage extra.


